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HPD chief
calls 1977
police killing
‘murder’
HOUSTON (AP) —
Houston’s police chief
has publicly apologized to
the family of a man killed
by six officers more than
four decades ago, calling
it a “straight-up murder.”
Joe Campos Torres
was a Mexican-American
Vietnam War veteran who
was beaten to death by
Houston police officers in
1977.
At a ceremony Sunday,
Houston Police Chief
Troy Finner gave a formal apology to Torres’
relatives and promised
to work with the family
to build a monument in
Torres’ name. “I am the
chief of police, but I am a
son of Houston, and what
people need to understand
is if you cannot see and
feel 44 years of pain and
suffering of this family,
you are not human.”
The apology to Torres’
family came amid calls
for police reform following the 2020 killing of
George Floyd.
Torres, 23, had been
arrested on a disorderly conduct charge. The
officers beat Torres for
hours, then took him to
the Buffalo Bayou where
they beat him again and
dumped his body in the
water.
Two of the six officers
were later convicted of
misdemeanor negligent
homicide and fined $1
and sentenced to probation.

Chambers Health will soon be known
by a new name – OmniPoint Health. It
will be effective in existing facilities in
January 2022.
The name OmniPoint Health represents
a new direction for the company. “Omni”
means “every” or “all” which is core to
the health system’s inclusiveness to provide healthcare for everyone in the community, regardless of insurance, location
or background.
The word “Point” not only designates
the focus the company will have for its
patients and in its pursuit of excellent service, but it is also a historical nod to its
origins in Anahuac, which was originally
called Perry’s Point. The word “Health”
is indicative of the services the company provides as they offer complete care
- physical, dental, emotional & overall
wellness.
“OmniPoint Health represents the
transformation happening at our health
system,” said William Kiefer, Chambers
Health Chief Executive Officer. “We want
our image to reflect the type of premier
healthcare services we are dedicated to
providing, at convenient locations close to
home in a place that feels like home with
our own personalized service.”
The new name is accompanied by a
strong new identity and tagline “WorldClass Care. Hometown Service.”
The logo is full of symbolism for the
company. It incorporates the shades of
blue from its previous brand and now
introduces red accent colors, often associated with passion, love and the medical
field. The red flame shape is purposefully
in the middle – it represents patients being the center of all the company does and
the flame is the symbol of eternal life. The
outer blue shape creates a rotation, spiral

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Baytown council agreed to ratify two
different contracts with Carollo Engineers, a consulting firm hired by the city
in the wake of issues experienced by the
local water plants during the winter storms
in February.
The first agreement was the first amendment to the consulting agreement with the
Baytown Area Water Authority and consulting firm to increase the contract from
$24,872 by $40,000, making it a total of
$64,872.
The firm is requesting additional negotiation support services. The initial contract
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US troops in Syria attacked
after airstrikes on militias
WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. troops in Syria came
under rocket attack Monday, with no reported casualties, one day after U.S. Air Force planes carried out
airstrikes near the Iraq-Syria border against what the
Pentagon said were facilities used by Iran-backed militia groups to support drone strikes inside Iraq.
Iraq’s military condemned the U.S. airstrikes, and
the militia groups called for revenge against the
United States. Pentagon Press Secretary John Kirby
said the militias were using the facilities to launch
unmanned aerial vehicle attacks against U.S. troops
in Iraq. It was the second time the administration has
taken military action in the region since Biden took
over earlier this year.
There was no indication that Sunday’s attacks were
meant as the start of a wider, sustained U.S. air campaign in the border region. But a spokesman for the
U.S. military mission, Col. Wayne Marotto, wrote on
Twitter Monday that at 7:44 p.m. local time “U.S.
forces in Syria were attacked by multiple rockets.”
He said there were no injuries and that attack damage
was being assessed.

BAYTOWN NEWS BRIEFS

Dist. 1 councilwoman
is new mayor pro tem
District 1. Councilwoman Laura Alvarado was named the new mayor pro
tem. She takes over for District 4 Councilwoman Heather Betancourth.
The Mayor pro tem serves for six
months until Dec. 31. Since Councilmen
Jacob Powell and Mike Lester have yet
to serve one year on council, they were
skipped from Betancourth to Alvarado,
since the position rotates.

Pop-Up workshop at
library today
A Pop-Up Workshop is being held at the
Sterling Municipal Library through Tuesday.

This is an opportunity for folks to share
their ideas and learn more about the City’s
Comprehensive Plan 2040. By completing
a survey about the future of Baytown, you
can enter a contest for a chance to win a
family four-pack of tickets to Pirates Bay
Waterpark. To complete the survey, visit
https://www.baytownengage.com/comprehensive-plan.

Next ‘Coffee With A Cop’
set for June 30

The public is invited to come join police
officers for coffee and conversations. The
next “Coffee With A Cop” event is from
10 a.m. to noon Wednesday,at the Westcoast Donut & Full Espresso Bar, 904
Decker Drive.
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BEST PEST CONTROL

Lewis Spearman was
born July 1st, 1954, and
passed away on Friday,
June 25th, 2021, at the
age of 66 at his home in
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Thank you for being
our guests!
www.mycolonialhouse.com
Family Owned & Operated

Pest Elimination | Products
Voted best
pest control

832-556-9315
5067 Garth Rd. Baytown, TX 77521

www.faithcommunityhospice.com

3002 Garth Rd. | 281.428.8805

anytimepestproducts.com
www.baytownexterminator.com

BEST REAL ESTATE
AGENT / AGENCY

BEST FINANCIAL
INSTITUTION

BEST LAW FIRM

Thank You Baytown
for Voting Us
Best Physical Therapy!

5313 Decker Drive,Baytown, TX 77520
(281) 838-4477
www.bayarearehab.org

3650 Eagle Creek Drive
Mont Belvieu, TX 77523
eaglefamilyvision.com

BEST CARDIOLOGIST

BEST HOSPITAL

We're humbled
crcu.org

to have received such incredible accolades
from the community we serve.

Baytown, TX 77521

BEST JEWELRY STORE

RUNNER UP
BEST REAL ESTATE / AGENCY

Karla Opryshek
Shay’s Jewelry has been serving
Baytown and offering the very best
in personal service and fine jewelry
since 1978. Shay’s Jewelry specializes
in custom designs, gemstones, bridal
jewelry, quality watches
and much more.
6503 Garth Road,
Baytown, TX 77521

(281) 422-5188
http://www.shaysjewelry.com/

Broker/Associate
CRS, ABR, MRP, ASR,
NHS, MCNE
281-433-2281
4500 N. Main

kopryshek@cbunited.com

3rd Generation Realtor®

4401 Garth Rd. | Baytown, TX 77521
Dedicated to seniors, people
with disabilities,
their families and advocates

We Can Assist You

281-421-5774
BEST HEATING - A/C
COMPANY

TIED FOR BEST PET
BOARD/GROOMING

TACLB22841E

Voted Best
AC/Heating
Company 4 years
in a row.
905 W Archer Rd,
Baytown, TX 77521

281-837-8454

281.428.0009 832.695.0005

grcure@gmail.com

Baytown • Mont Belvieu • Dayton

Locations also in Crosby & Dayton
BEST EMERGENCY
ROOM

BEST GROCERY STORE
+ BEST BAKERY

CHAMPION’S
PET RETREAT
Loving Care In My
Home Or Yours
Locally owned and operated.
The best care happens here!

Pet Sitting • Boarding

281-217-3085
Owned by a subsidiary of Realogy
Brokerage Group LLC.

YOU

281-839-7949

www.HoustonCardiovascularInstitute.com

Baytown, TX 77521
Mon-Fri 9am-7Pm
Sat. 10am-4pm

CURE

6051 GARTH RD. STE 300

2114 Massey-Tompkins Rd
Baytown, TX | mayopoland.com

BEST PHARMACY

1658 W. Baker Ste. #C

crcu.org

Best Financial Institution
Best Financial Advisor
Best Place to work
Best Home Mortgage Lender

1418 N. HWY 146 IN BAYTOWN

GR CURE PHARMACY

We focus on
the heart of
the matter.

281-427-5444
1000 Massey Tompkins Rd,

Crosby, Texas.
Lewis was the Director
at the Highlands Crosby
Star Courier. He was a
lifetime member at the
Crosby Fair and Rodeo
and a Board Member
at the Crosby Huffman
Chamber of Commerce.
Lewis enjoyed
participating in the
reenactments of The
Battle of San Jacinto,
attending The Texas
Renaissance Festival,
spending time with his
friends and attending
and photographing all
the local events in the
Highlands Crosby area.
He was very loved by
our community and will
be missed by everyone
who knew him.
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feel which is the symbol of
transformation and it rotates
around the red center “patients.”
“We were very thoughtful
in choosing a new name and
identity, which included input from our board, employKIEFER
ees and leadership,” Kiefer
said. “It truly represents a renewal for our
health system in our new mission to become the premier people-centric healthcare provider and exemplifying medical
excellence with the same personalized
service, love and treatment we entrust to
our own families.”
The new identity was rolled out with
fanfare to employees June 22 and they
voted to choose the final logo. The name,
logo and tagline was approved by the
Chambers County Public Hospital District
Board on June 24.
“Our employees are the heart of our
company,” Kiefer said. “They don’t just
work here. They live here. They have a
personal reason to give the best care to our
patients because it is their neighbors and
their community. It was fitting they be the
deciding factor on our new identity.”
Chambers Health is an integrated
healthcare system providing high-quality
care to rural residents in Chambers and
Liberty Counties as well as East Harris
County. The health system was founded
in 1950 in Anahuac with a hospital along
Trinity Bay and has since expanded to a
clinic, dental office, and wellness center in
the area, as well as a full-service clinic in
Mont Belvieu.
Follow Chambers Health on Facebook
for more updates on its services and activities. For more information, visit www.
chambershealth.org.

was approved in May 2020. BAWA approved the contract increase at its June 16
meeting. This contract hired Carollo Engineers to assist with project claims and
provide negotiation support services.
Another contract increase between
BAWA and Carollo Engineers for consulting services. This contract, initiated in
April 2020, was for the firm to provide operational assistance, training, and start-up
support services.
The original contract amount was
$49,000. The first amendment to this contract was to increase it by $72,000 to a total of $121,000.
The second amendment was deductive by $20,354.73, making the contract
$100,645.27. The third amendment increases the contract by $25,000, so now
the contract is $125,645.27.
This was also approved by BAWA on
June 16.

SIMPLY
Faith Community
Hospice LLC

For information, call 281-422-8302

New name effective in existing facilities January 2022

Contract increased
with wastewater plant
work consultants OK’d

BEST HOSPICE

OBITUARIES

Chambers Health
announces name change
to OmniPoint Health

dottiekerr@yahoo.com

(281) 576-0555
10133 Interstate 10 East
Baytown, TX 77521
www.PatientsER.com

Voted Best
Grocery
Store &
Bakery
13401 I-10 East
Mont Belvieu
6430 Garth Rd,
Baytown, TX 77521

