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OmniPoint Health opening
facility in Dayton Wednesday
A. LYNETTE PARSONS
Cherie Melendez, center, was honored with the Lee
College Distinguished Alumni Award at the Rotary
Club of Baytown meeting this week by Scott Sheley
and Clarissa Martinez. (Sun photo by Alan Dale)

It’s time to
prep for fall Lee College honors
It may still be hot, and we may
get a good bit of rain in the next
few weeks, but now is the time to
prepare flower and garden beds
for fall planting. About 90% of
things that go wrong with plants
are not due to bugs; it’s usually
environmental. What you do to
the soil to give plants optimum
growth is the single most critical
thing you can do to ensure success.
Most of Chambers County
has gumbo clay for the base, so
making that clay more friable, by
breaking it up and adding material that will loosen it over time is
a good start.The ideal result is not
clay, not sand, but loam, which is
a combination of the two with
additional composted material
in it. It needs to drain well so the
plant roots don’t stand in water.
If you’re planting in a low spot,
raise the level of the soil, either
by making a raised bed, or opting instead for pots or big planters. The other alternative is a bog
garden, using plants that actually
like constant moist soil, like iris.
Nutrients play a critical role
for optimum growth. All soil
should have some basic nutrients, but they can leach out over
time, and plants need lots of nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium, along with a host of trace
minerals. Ideally, a soil test will
show what the proposed flower
bed is lacking for the flowers you
want to grow. If a soil test isn’t
a possibility, at least add a basic
fertilizer designed for flowers,
vegetables, or a lawn, depending
on what you want to grow.
Our area usually has warm
temperatures into the fall, so tomatoes, peppers, and bush beans
can still produce. It is just about
the cut-off time for planting
them, however, so do it immediately. Fall vegetable crops including the greens, broccoli and
cauliflower can go in now; wait
till the end of the month for peas
of all types.
Flowers that work for now and
later include marigolds, snapdragons, nasturtiums, petunias,
poppies and sweet peas. Wildflower seed can be sown now in
the areas that don’t get mowed.
Perennial flowering plants can be
planted now to settle in and can
provide color over many seasons.
It’s time to stop fertilizing fruit
crops, but water is critical to the
trees and bushes at this time. Pecans, for example, are filling the
kernels now. Since it’s hard to
give any other assistance to the
giant pecan trees, watering is the
best insurance that you will have
a good crop. And keep the weeds
in control around the bases of all
your fruit crops. The weeds steal
moisture and nutrients from the
fruit bearers.
Lawn lovers should know that
now is the time to be dealing
with pre-emergent products for
cool-season weed control. Wait
till next month for fertilizing. The
best lawn weed control is actually building a lush dense lawn by
proper watering, fertilizing, and
of course, mowing at the right
height for your grass variety. Fall
is when the brown patch fungus
will begin to show up. It likes the
cooler temps and wet weather.
Since it is a fungal disease, it’s
hard to cure once it gets started,
so if brown patch is a chronic
problem in the lawn, you want to
treat the lawn now before it sets
in. Products for fungal issues in
the lawn are available in the usual
places.
Finally, it’s a good time to
check potted plants, both inside
and out. They may need repotting
or flushing to get the salt buildup out of the container. If the pots
have been outdoors and the plants
are still alive, they are obviously
survivors, but give them a little
fertilizer boost to perk them up.
As with all types of gardening,
the work that is invested provides
rewards for months to come.
A. Lynette Parsons is a master
gardener and Chambers County
resident.

distinguished alum
BY ALAN DALE

alan.dale@baytownsun.com

Baytown’s Cherie Melendez is the newest recipient of the Lee College Distinguished Alumni
Award having received the honor at a Rotary Club
of Baytown meeting.
Melendez was awarded the honor by former
councilman Scott Sheley and Lee College alumni
relations administrator Clarissa Martinez. She was
nominated by Sun Publisher Carol Skewes.
“Cherie is a distinguished alumni because she
is an incredible person,” Sheley said. “I have so
much respect for her accomplishments.”
Melendez received an associate degree from
Lee College before earning a bachelor’s in science
from LeTourneau University and later an executive leadership program degree from Notre Dame.
Laughlin spent 37 years at the former Bayer Material Science manufacturing site in Baytown including time as manager of communications and
public affairs (1997-2014) and regional supervisor
raw materials and packaging procurement (19871997).
After working at Bayer, Melendez returned to
Lee College to pursue further her education, coming full circle after earning her first degree there
in 1976.
She also spent time working with the United
Way Baytown, the American Cancer Society, the
City of Baytown Beautification Steering Committee, the Baytown Nature Center Board, Houston
Methodist Baytown Hospital women’s advisory
group, the Paul Harris Society and Rotary, holding
a number of various positions for each organization.
“Thank you for inviting to me to be a member
of this distinguished alumni association, it means
the world to me,” Melendez said. “With this award
I hope I can be of encouragement to others about
how important lifelong learning is. It is never too
late to pursue your dreams in education.”

OmniPoint Health is welcoming patients on Sept. 1. Patients can expect personalized care for routine medical visits,
including wellness exams, physicals and
chronic care management.
When OmniPoint Health opens in
Dayton, it will not only bring the community new primary care providers accepting new patients, but it also gives
residents new medical options that are
closer to home, such as:
• On-site Diagnostics: includes radiology (X-rays) and diagnostic lab work,
such as rapid testing for strep, flu, RSV
or COVID-19
• Counseling: all ages can visit a licensed professional counselor on-site
• Smoking Cessation Program: participants receive free nicotine replacement
therapy delivered by an M.D. Anderson-trained licensed professional counselor
Appointments for annual exams as

well as sick visits can be made by calling
936-340-5517. Hours of operation are
Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to
5 p.m., with future plans to offer services
after hours and on weekends.
Most major insurance plans including
Blue Cross, Blue Shield, Aetna, United
Health Care, Cigna, Medicare and Medicaid are accepted. The facility is conveniently located in the Prairie Center off
Highway 90, just east of N. Winfree St.
“We can’t wait for residents to visit
our facilities to fall in love with the OmniPoint experience firsthand through our
world-class care, with a personalized approach,” said William Kiefer, Chief Executive Officer.
Chambers Health announced its intentions to change its name to OmniPoint
Health. The new name will make its debut in the Dayton location, with the remaining transitioning changing in January 2022.

Free food distributions

Nolasco
Carpentry

Sept. 1: First United Methodist Church of Mont
Belvieu, 10629 Eagle Drive, 9 – 11 a.m.
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• Interior/Exterior
• Ceramic Tile
• Paint & Sheetrock
Repair
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BAYTOWN COUNCIL BRIEFS

IN EDUCATION

Hearing held on impact fees
Council held a public hearing on amendments
to impact fees, land use assumptions, the Capital
Improvement Plan at council. A vote was held afterward to approve the amendments.
City Manager Rick Davis explained impact fees
are paid by the “development for the expansion of
infrastructure necessary to accommodate growth.”
“It is paid for by developers and ultimately
passed on to new home buyers,” Davis said. “This
is part of the cost of building any structure in
Baytown.”
The proposed update determined that the maximum allowable fees are $857 for water and $3,315
for wastewater. No one spoke at the public hearing.

Ordinances, agreements,
variances approved
Council approved a series of ordinances, agreements, and variances related to projects going on
around the city.
Council approved awarding a construction contract to SER Construction Partners for the street
reconstruction project from Allenbrook Drive and
Edgebrook Drive for $2.8 million.
Council also awarded CMC Development and
Construction Corporation a contract for a street
project on Narcille Street and Colby Drive for $1.9
million.
Council also approved an interlocal agreement
with the Baytown Municipal Development District
for $499,800 to fund the Evergreen Strategic Plan
along with the Lee Drive Preliminary Engineering
Report and West Main Street Preliminary Engineering Report.
The Evergreen Area is a hot spot for potential
development, so the city is looking to analyze infrastructure improvements required for development. The Evergreen Strategic Plan includes planning for transportation, drainage, water, as well as
parks, recreation, and open space. It also has a preliminary financial plan and a Development Growth
Triggers and Capital Improvement plan.
The strategic plan will also look at analyzing the
feasibility of a Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone
to help finance improvement projects. In addition,
the city wants to plan to improve Lee Drive and
West Main Street.
For Lee Drive and West Main Street, the reports
will include a roadway corridor assessment, drainage assessment, and design memorandum.
Work is expected to end in four months.

Modified deed approved
for Bayland Island
Council has approved a modified deed for Bayland Island to restrict the prohibition of the use of
groundwater. This is the location where the city
intends to build a 208-room hotel with Hyatt Regency as its brand.
– Matt Hollis

Owners:
Cindy Patterson & Carol
Mendelovitz
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RUSTY SENAC
“To Comfort Always”

ST. JUDES’ THADDEUS CATHOLIC
CHURCH

www.faithcommunityhospice.com

TEXAS CITIZENS BANK, NA

Baytown Area’s First
Locally Owned and
Operated Hospice

TO BECOME
A SPONSOR

281-422-0414
4721 Garth Road, Suite H
Baytown, TX 77521

Contact Susan Jones
at 281.425.8033
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• Dirty coils?
• Short Cycling?
• Unusual Sounds?
• High Utility Bills?

Call Today for your
Air Conditioning Inspection

*Annual Maintenance
Programs Available
Plus save 10% on
repairs

* 89
$

00

Residential - Commercial
Financing available on New Lennox Systems
with approved credit.

TACLB22841E

281.837.8454
24 Hour Service Available

